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The Challenge—Data Without Context
• Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)

• State and County Unemployment Rates, monthly 

• Other State and County Labor Force Statistics, monthly

• Current Employment Estimates (CES)

• State and County, monthly

• Employment & Wages by Industry (QCEW)

• State and County, quarterly 

• State and Regional Job Vacancies Survey

•  State Level, each quarter

•  Regional, yearly

• Industry and Occupational Employment Projections

• Statewide and Regional Occupational Wage Information

• State and Regional Oregon High-Wage, High-Demand, High-Skill 

Occupations 2023-2033

• Unemployment Insurance Characteristics

• Oregon Agricultural Employment

• Industry Profiles

• Career Explorer

• Employer Database

• Special Publications and Reports

• Oregon Careers 2025 (avail. in Spanish)

• Statewide and Regional Articles
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One of the most famous indicators of economic health

A quick snapshot 

of economic 

health: 

seasonally 

adjusted monthly 

unemployment 

rates.

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) 
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Current Employment Statistics (CES)



Central Oregon Job Recovery, 
Percentage relative to February 2020 
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Indexed Job recovery

❖ Evaluate job recovery from 

an indexed point in time.

❖ Evaluate the rate of job 

growth from a specific 

point in time.

Seasonally adjusted

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Statistics
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Are employers hiring?
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❖ Analyze short-

term versus 

long-term hiring 

trends.

❖ Evaluate 

employer 

sentiment.

❖ Identify shifts in 

labor across 

sectors. 

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Statistics
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Over-the-year and month analysis

❖ Compare industry 

growth over the 

year and over the 

month.

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Statistics
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Cross-period industry comparisons
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❖ Use for cross-

period comparisons 

of employment 

growth by industry.

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Statistics



Quarterly Census of Employment and 
Wages (QCEW)
Covered Employment
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how workers are distributed across industries
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Average Share of Covered Employment by Industry, 
Deschutes County, 1st Quarter 2025 

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Employment & Wages by Industry (QCEW)

❖ Evaluate workforce 

distribution by 

industry.

❖ Identify top 

industries by 

employment.
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Industry employment change
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Percent of Total Employment by Industry in Redmond OR, 2013 vs. 2023
Source: Oregon Employment Department, Geocoded Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW)

2023 2013

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Employment & Wages by Industry (QCEW)

❖ Track workforce 

distribution across 

industries.

❖ Identify emerging 

sectors and 

declining industries 

in your region.
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Quarterly payroll, Yearly average wages…

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Employment & Wages by Industry (QCEW)

❖ Wage data allows 

for cross-industry 

and cross-region 

wage analysis. 
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…and Firm count data available
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Source: Oregon Employment Department, Employment & Wages by Industry (QCEW)

❖ Firm count changes 

can show churn, 

growth, or 

contraction.



Job Vacancies
Projections
Incorporating Other Data Sources 
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Job Vacancies and Labor Demand and supply

Source: Oregon Employment Department Job Vacancy Survey

❖ Integrate job vacancy 

statistics with 

unemployment metrics 

to assess labor market 

tightness. 



Occupational Employment Projections for Central Oregon (Crook, Deschutes and Jefferson Counties), 2023-2033
Oregon Employment Department, Workforce and Economic Research Division

Occupation Title

Projected 

Employment  

2033

Employment 

Change

Replacement 

Openings

Total 

Openings

Construction and Extraction Occupations 8,306 1,094 6,268 7,362

Carpenters 1,697 194 1,234 1,428

Construction Laborers 1,469 221 1,132 1,353

Electricians 795 144 631 775

First-Line Supervisors of Construction Trades and Extraction Workers 898 110 643 753

Operating Engineers and Other Construction Equipment Operators 569 74 440 514

Painters, Construction and Maintenance 551 95 388 483

Plumbers, Pipefitters, and Steamfitters 323 45 251 296

Roofers 315 35 218 253

Cement Masons and Concrete Finishers 222 9 158 167

Drywall and Ceiling Tile Installers 152 27 95 122

Highway Maintenance Workers 137 16 106 122

Tile and Stone Setters 118 18 78 96

Glaziers 86 8 76 84

Helpers--Painters, Paperhangers, Plasterers, and Stucco Masons 58 9 57 66

Floor Layers, Except Carpet, Wood, and Hard Tiles 38 8 24 32

Miscellaneous Construction and Related Workers 24 1 21 22

17

❖ Guide workforce 

development and 

training program 

planning.

❖ Assess future 

workforce 

availability and skill 

set. 

Projected growth and Replacement Needs by Occupation and Region

Source: Oregon Employment Department Regional Occupational Projections 
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Incorporating External Data: Housing Permits Example
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Source: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, SOCDS Building Permits; and Oregon Employment Department 



Nicole s. RAMOS, Regional Economist
nicole.s.ramos@employ.oregon.gov
Sign up for the latest workforce and economic research
www.qualityinfo.org/subscribe  
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Thank You!
Please scan the QR code for a short survey.

http://www.qualityinfo.org/subscribe
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